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Welcome to JOHN 

This issue marks the coming of 
fall and the end of the summer. I 
saw the need for a little different 
slant this time. The world has 
been too full of words recently 
so I wanted to emphasize the 
visual side of the stories and let 
the pages speak for 
themselves. 


Living in the Albuquerque area gives one a certain anticipation of the cooler 
nights and the coming of the Fall season because we all know it will soon be 

BALLOON FIESTA TIME! 

As the next couple of pages will reveal, my passion is taking photos of 
balloons of all kinds and collecting balloon pins. Have been doing both since 
1995 and most of the photos come from my own backyard. Yes, we do go 
down to the Balloon Fiesta park at least one day during the fiesta to get our 
close up fix, but for the most part the balloons come to us! 

There is not a more noble thing than to engage in any activity that honors our 
American Veterans. The Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization 
created solely to honor America's veterans by transporting these heroes to 
Washington, D.C. to visit and reflect at their memorials. Top priority is given 
to the senior veterans - World War II survivors, along with those veterans 
who may be terminally ill. According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
an estimated 640 WWII veterans die each day. Our time to express our 
thanks to these brave men and women is running out. I encourage you to 
visit their website: https://www.honorflight.org to discover just how important 
the Honor Flight Network has become to our Veterans. 

Christine and I have been able to be on hand for two different Honor Flights' 
returning home to Albuquerque. The last one was in June and included in 
this issue is a letter received by the NM Blue Star Mothers from 91 year old 
Claude Vincent Mauldin who was on the Honor Flight. His letter is so rich in 
his experience with the Honor Flight and some memories of his service, 
enjoy his kind words and then give thanks to all our American Veterans. 

JAH 


© by Photos by John Holley, Rio Rancho, NM March 2017. While there have been the upmost reasonable attempts to present this 
material in the most factual way possible it should be understood that there are no claims made to the absolute accuracy of any of 
the material or content. The information comes from many sources and is considered to be of my composition. All sources may or 
may not be acknowledged. Any claims of misuse will be promptly addressed and corrected as necessary in future publications. All 
photos used have been produced by me and I retain all rights to them. They can be used with prior approval. Thank you, JAH 




The board of pins to the 
left is but a small sample 
of a fairly large NM 
Balloon Fiesta pin 
collection. Of special note 
is the complete collection 
of the year number pins. 
The year number pins 
was started in the 20th 
year of the fiesta & we are 
now in year 46. The gold 
arrow in the picture 
marks not only this year's 
pin, but shows that the 
board has room for year 
pins up to 50. That is the 
goal for this collection. 
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New Mexico 
Honor Flight 
Veterans 
arriving back 
in 

Albuquerque 
on June 21, 
2017 










FRESH FLOWERS 



I Shall Not Pass This Way Again 

Through this toilsome world, alas, 

Once and only once 1 pass 
If a good deed I may do, 

If a kindness i may show 
To a suffering fellow man, 

Let me do it while 1 can, 

No delay for it is plain 
i shall not pass this way again. 


(Stephen Grellet, 1773-1855) 



